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begin. El Sol said that although a censorship might pre-
vent publication, it could not prevent thought, and that
the most it did was to drive expression into clandestine
methods which were prejudicial to the very ends it attempted
to defend.
Had the Press been at liberty to denounce the abuses and
scandals of recent years, Spain might not have reached her
present calamitous state. Newspapers immediately began
to publish extracts from speeches which had been censored.
With the dissolution of the Cortes, parliamentary immunity
disappeared, and the abolition of censorship left speakers
to act on their own responsibility during the election period.
The Prime Minister announced to the Press that the chief
task of the Government during the election would be to
preserve an attitude of neutrality, in order that the public
might be able to give &ee expression at the polls to its
wishes.
On i6th January all the Left Parties, with the exception
of the small group of National Republicans, decided to
work together on a joint popular programme. On this
the Communists, Syndicalists, Left Republicans, Socialists,
and the Republican Union had agreed, and they issued a
manifesto of which the following is the gist.
There should be a General Amnesty for all political
prisoners charged since the election of 1933. Civil servants
who had been disturbed in their employment because of
their political opinions should be reinstated, and the same
should apply to municipal employees. Victims of the 1934
revolution should receive reparation. A constitutional
regime should be established, the Law of Constitutional
Guarantees should be reformed, and provincial and other
legislation should be revised in accordance with the con-
stitution. Authority should be maintained with due regard